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Place Details 

Name of Place: Olive Farm Cellars  

Former Names: - 

Local Government Inventory Number: TBA 

Assessment Number: 407623 

Property Key: 476347 

HCWA Number: 18879 

 
Site Details 

    
Address:  

12 Loder Way, South Guildford WA 6055 

Lot/Plan Diagram: 9000/P28119 
 
Dates 

Construction Date: c1830 
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Use/s of Place    

Original Use General: FARMING/PASTORAL 

Original Use Specific: Winery 

Current Use General: TBA (site visit required)  
Current Use Specific: TBA (site visit required) 
 

Historic Theme General: DEMOGRAPHIC SETTLEMENT & MOBILITY 
Historic Theme Specific: Rural industry & market gardening 
 

Description 

Construction Materials 

Walls: Stone 
Roof: Timber 

Architect/Designer/Builder: Unknown  

Condition: Good 

Authenticity: High  

Description: 

Olive Farm Cellars comprises an underground stone and render-lined cellar with timber 
roof supports and a well in its floor, all situated beneath a modern metal clad building. 
The cellar’s current internal dimensions are approximately 17.3 x 3.8 metres. However, 
it is understood that the original cellar was a large pit dug out of the ground and 
comprised of dirt walls, a dirt floor and dirt steps supported by timber beams. The 
original part of the cellar is believed to correspond to the section currently exhibiting 
rendered walls and it is in this area where seven original timber beams have been 
retained.  

The cellar comprises two ‘sections’ with some different physical characteristics. At its 
western end the cellar comprises random rubble coffee rock and limestone lined walls, 
while at the eastern end the walls are covered with thick render.  

There is a circular well with a square transparent plastic cover set into the concrete 
floor approximately 9 metres west of the westernmost edge of the concrete cellar entry 
steps. The well is lined with red brick and has a diameter of approximately 1-1.2 metres. 

History: 

The land on which Olive Farm Cellars, South Guildford is located (originally Swan 
Locations 24 and 25) was granted to botanist Thomas Waters in 1829 where he 
established a market garden and planted grape vines.  

Of all the early settlers’ vine planting endeavours, Waters vines appear to have been the 
only plantings that continued to thrive in their original location for years to come, and 
the grapes they produced were used to produce the Colony’s first wines. By 1843 
Waters was described as having an ‘extensive vineyard on the Middle Swan.’  

In May 1833 Waters cottage was destroyed by fire causing him to rebuild. In September 
that year Waters paid a Mr William Barnes for cutting thatch and thatching. This 
possibly indicates the construction of a new cottage at the property. An invoice in 
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Waters papers for the supply of 100 bricks at this same time could also have been for 
rebuilding. Although the second cottage on the site is believed to have been comprised 
of mud brick walls; brick fireplaces were commonly incorporated into such structures. 
However, it is possible this brick was used in the construction of the well in the cellar 
floor.  

In 1869 Thomas Waters died aged 75. It is understood that his son, William, retained the 
South Guildford property for almost 40 years following his father’s death. The place 
changed hands a number of times after William's death in 1907 until 1934 when the 
property was transferred to Ivan Yurisich.  

Yurisich had spent time on the mines in Boulder and farming in Tammin. He had 
produced wine while in Boulder, importing grapes from Perth. He soon re-established 

the subject place as a significant winery producing fortified wines for the goldfields. It 
was during this early period the original cottage on the site was extended and 
modernised resulting in little of the original building remaining.  
 
In 2005 the Yurisich family sold the winery but retained the adjacent lot. 

Statement of Significance:  

Olive Farm Cellars, South Guildford, comprising a c.1830 underground stone and render-

lined cellar with timber roof supports (incl. some of the original c.1830 timbers), a brick 

lined well in the floor, and in situ archaeological deposits, situated between the south east 

bank of the Swan River and Great Eastern Highway in South Guildford, has cultural 

heritage significance for the following reasons:  

The place is rare as the earliest surviving physical fabric associated with the first 

successful wine production in the Swan River Colony, an industry which continues 

to be an important part of Western Australia’s economy and identity, and the site 

of the first market garden;  

The intact well, and original dirt floor surface beneath the current concrete floor, 

are likely to contain in situ archaeological deposits dating to the early nineteenth-

century with the potential to provide important information about one of the 

earliest settlement phases in the State;  

The place provides valuable information about the material conditions of early 

settlers and their attempts to establish profitable industries in the newly 

established colony;  

The place is associated with botanist Thomas Waters, an early settler and 

businessman, who was responsible for growing some of the colony’s earliest grape 

vines, producing the first wines, and for establishing the first market garden in the 

Swan River Colony; and,  

The place is associated with three generations of the Yurisich family who owned 

and operated the place as a successful winery since the 1930s.  

The metal clad shed situated above the cellar, and the function centre adjacent, are of little 

significance.  

Management Category: Exceptional significance 

Category Description: Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding 
example. 

Desirable Outcomes: The place should be retained and conserved unless there is no 
feasible and prudent alternative to doing otherwise. Any alterations or extensions 
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should be sympathetic to the heritage values of the place and in accordance with a 
Conservation Plan (if one exists for the place). 

References: State Heritage Office (2014) Register Documentation Olive Farm Cellars, 
South Guildford 1 April 2014 - Place 18879 
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Fairholme (c.1901-1912) 

 
Place Details 

Name of Place: Fairholme Group 

Former Names: Fairholme 

   Old Fairholme 

      Nathaniel Harper Home 

Local Government Inventory Number: 357 & 358 

Assessment Number: 414622 

Property Key: 484054 

HCWA Number: 2466, 2467, 24487 

 
Site Details 

    
Address:  

39 Market Street, Guildford WA 6055 

Lot/Plan Diagram: 42/P69795 
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Dates 

Construction Date: c1861 or 1890; c.1901 or 1912 

 
Use/s of Place    

Original Use General: RESIDENTIAL 

Original Use Specific: Single-storey residence 

Current Use General: RESIDENTIAL 

Current Use Specific: Vacant/unused 
 

Historic Theme General: DEMOGRAPHIC SETTLEMENT & MOBILITY 
Historic Theme Specific: Early settlers 
 

Description 

Construction Materials 

Walls: Brick 
Roof: Metal and tile  

Architect/Designer/Builder: Unknown  

Condition: Good 

Authenticity: Moderate 

Description: 

Old Fairholme and Fairholme are two separate buildings located on the same lot in 
Guildford and are separated by a bitumen service court. They are accessed via a circular 
driveway from Market Street.  

Old Fairholme (c.1860 or 1890) is located along the western boundary of the property. 
It is a long, rectangular structure that appears to have been constructed in several stages 
in the Colonial Georgian style. The main elevation faces south-east towards Fairholme. 
The painted brick building consists of a single row of four rooms that are entered from a 
verandah, which extends the length of the building. The end room is larger and has a 
higher roof suggesting it may have been constructed earlier.  

Fairholme (c.1901-1912) is a much larger single storey brick and tile dwelling 
constructed in the Federation Queen Anne style of architecture. The front façade is 
symmetrical with its front door flanked by corner bay windows set at 45-degree angles 
to the façade. The various wings behind are arranged in an asymmetrical manner. The 
tuck-pointed red clay bricks are embellished with stucco swags under the windowsills 
and rusticated quoins. There is a verandah, which surrounds the front half of the 
building on three sides. Double casement windows are used throughout with the 
exception of the casements in the bay widows.  

History: 

Old Fairholme was originally located on Guildford Town Lot 12. There are two accounts 
of its origin. Some reports suggest it was built in 1861 by Rev William Dacre Williams, 



Local Government Heritage Inventory  

Page | 10101010 

the then Anglican Chaplain of the Guildford Convict Deport. Other sources suggest it was 
built by the Monger family who leased the land in the 1890s.  

Guildford Town Lot 12 was amalgamated with Lot 11 in 1885. Charles Smith became the 
owner of Lots 11 and 12 in 1901. Smith was known throughout Western Australia as the 
'Cattle King' in the ninetieth century. Smith built Fairholme on Lot 11 sometime in the 
period between 1901 and before his death in 1912.  

In May 1950, the State Government purchased Lots 10, 11 and 12 for £8,000 and control 
handed over to the Mental Hospitals Department. In 1952 a Nathaniel Harper Home 
opened on the site. The Hospital was named after Nathaniel Harper an entrepreneur and 
philanthropist who donated money to fund the purchase. In 1964 the place was 
transferred to the ownership of the Metropolitan Region Planning Authority. 

The 1980s saw a change for the site with it becoming a Hostel for accommodation of 
adults with intellectual and physical disabilities. Renovations were undertaken at this 
time. The whole site, along with Welbourne House, located next door, was vested as a 
Reserve for the purpose of housing intellectually handicapped persons in 1993. In 2003, 
the site was redeveloped with new purpose built houses being constructed to the south 
of Fairholme, on Lot 41.  

In 2009, Fairholme and Old Fairholme were vacant, a potential consequence of the 
policy focus on creating normal and independent lifestyles for adults with disabilities. In 
2013 the subject place was auctioned off by the State. The place was sold as two lots; Lot 
42 is 4506sqm and features Fairholme and Old Fairholme House; and Lot 43 is 7348sqm 
and includes Wellbourne House. 

Statement of Significance:  

Fairholme and Old Fairholme together with the associated driveway, service court and 

associated areas demonstrate a way of life rarely practised, characterised by a main 

household served by servants occupying adjacent servants quarters;  

Fairholme is a fine example of a mansion designed in the Federation Queen Anne 

architectural style incorporating fine examples of Art Nouveau decoration in the stained 

glass windows and the carved fireplace surround in the ballroom;  

Fairholme is associated with wealthy pastoralist Charles Smith, who built it in the early 

1900s, and with renowned philanthropist Nathaniel Harper, who purchased Fairholme 

and adjacent Earlsferry in 1950 for the purpose of establishing the Nathaniel Harper 

Homes;  

The site and buildings have landmark value when viewed from the street, from the river 

and from the railway. Together with Earlsferry on the western bank, Fairholme marks the 

western entry to Guildford when viewed from the river;  

The buildings and site features together with the mature street trees of the adjacent 

Market Street, contribute to the sheltered, mature quality of the streetscape;  

The site has potential to yield through archaeological excavation information on colonial 

elite domestic material culture, the material culture associated with servants and the 

master-servant relationship and changing gardening activities through time; and,  

The site and buildings are valued by the Guildford community, by the descendants of the 

families who created them and by the staff and clients of the Disability Services 

Commission and their families for whom the place is and has been home. 
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Management Category: Exceptional significance 

Category Description: Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding 
example. 

Desirable Outcomes: The place should be retained and conserved unless there is no 
feasible and prudent alternative to doing otherwise. Any alterations or extensions 
should be sympathetic to the heritage values of the place and in accordance with a 
Conservation Plan (if one exists for the place). 

References: Heritage and Conservation Professionals (2009) Fairholme group 
(Fairholme, Old Fairholme and Welbourne House): Lot 228, 39-43, Market Street, 
Guildford: Conservation Plan 

Additional Images: 

 

Old Fairholme (c.1860 or 1890)  
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Considerable Significance 
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Place Details 

Name of Place: Springvale 

Former Names: -  

Local Government Inventory Number: TBA 

Assessment Number: 180427 

Property Key: 434084 

HCWA Number: 13055 

 
Site Details 

    
Address:  

171 George Street, West Swan WA 6055 

Lot/Plan Diagram: 5/D79056 
 
Dates 

Construction Date: c1841 
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Use/s of Place    

Original Use General: FARMING/PASTORAL 

Original Use Specific: Single-storey residence 

Current Use General: RESIDENTIAL 

Current Use Specific: Single-storey residence 

 

Historic Theme General: DEMOGRAPHIC SETTLEMENT & MOBILITY 
Historic Theme Specific: Grazing, pastoralism & dairying 
 

Description 

Construction Materials 

Walls: Brick  
Roof: Metal  

Architect/Designer/Builder: Unkown  

Condition: Good 

Authenticity: Moderate 

Description: Springvale, West Swan is a single-storey brick and iron house with a 
rectangular plan and has the characteristic form of the simple, Victorian Georgian style 
farmhouses. The house is setback approximately 94 metres from George Street beyond a 
steeply banked gully. The small stream, St Leonard’s Brook, flows between the house 
and road. There is a large mature jacaranda tree behind the house, which is reportedly 
an early planting.  

The dwelling has a simple hipped roof with a verandah, which continues at the same 
pitch. In 2011 the roof sheeting was replaced with Colorbond and the original verandah 
detailing, which comprised square posts and a cross-timber balustrade was removed. 
The verandah was also extended around the southern side of the house and a patio was 
added to the east. The verandah is supported by large circular posts.  

The house runs in a north south direction with the front of the house facing George 
Street. Originally in plan the house was arranged as a series of rooms placed side by side 
to form a rectangle - four rooms long, and the width of a single room. The house had no 
internal corridors but had doors connecting each room. In 2011 additions along the 
western side of the house enclosed the western elevation creating an internal corridor. 
Along the eastern elevation each room has a timber framed, multi-paned, double 
casement window with a central mullion; and a door with segmentally arched heads. 
These windows appear to have been replaced in recent years. Each room also has a 
timber-panelled door with a multi-paned glazed upper part and a two-panel lower half. 

The brickwork to the older part of the house is in English garden wall bond with a row 
of headers at every fifth course. At some point in the place’s history all external 
brickwork was painted. The paint has recently been removed in all areas bar the south-
west addition exposing the original red bricks. There is evidence that the brickwork on 
the east facade was tuck-pointed at some point in time. However, it is likely that the 
tuck-pointing was carried out later and not an original finish. 
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History: Springvale, West Swan was originally part of the landholding owned by the 
Barrett Lennard family whose large estates were taken up by one of the first white 
landholders in the Swan River Colony.  

Edward Pomeroy Barrett Lennard arrived in the Swan River Colony in June 1829. He 
was 30 years old, with little farming experience but considerable financial resources and 
six servants. In October 1829, Barrett Lennard was granted 2,906 acres in the West 
Swan area and progressively purchased more land. Lennard quickly established his 
household on the Swan River and by December 1829, he was residing on the farm, 
which he named ‘St Leonard’s.’  

In 1840, shortly after he married, Lennard acquired 600 acres (lot G1) on northern 
boundary of the original allotment. Springvale, West Swan is located on what was 
originally named lot G1. Barrett Lennard called the farm ‘Cossington Farm’ after the 
small village in Somerset where Elizabeth Graham, his wife, had lived.  

The exact date of construction of Springvale has not been established. A survey in 1841 
by surveyor Philip Chauncy shows the description ‘cottages’ and ‘spring’ at the location 
of Springvale. 

The St Leonard’s homestead, which burnt down and was rebuilt in 1981, was the centre 
of Barrett Lennard’s farming ventures. It is likely that Lennard’s servants or ticket of 
leave men resided at Springvale. It may have also been the home of Barrett Lennard’s 
eldest son Edward Graham and his wife Mary who married in 1862. 

By 1866 Barrett Lennard was declared bankrupt and it was not for some time that the 
family’s fortunes improved. In 1888, George Hardey Barrett Lennard, the first son of 
Edward Graham, became the new owner of St Leonard’s at the age of 26 when his father 
died. George turned the fortunes around with many successful ventures.  His most 
significant venture was planting vineyards on the river flats in the early part of the 20th 
century. George was one of the significant individuals in the development of the 
viticulture industry in the Swan Valley.   

After George Hardey’s death in 1917, his widow and children subdivided the St 
Leonard’s and Cossington farms, including the land on which Springvale, West Swan was 
located. In 1922, the land containing Springvale, West Swan was transferred to John 
Godfrey, an orchardist who lived in Guildford. The property changed hands numerous 
times until the property was purchased by the Pavlinovich family in 1980 who also 
owned the St Leonard’s homestead and surrounding land.  

In 2007, the subject place was included on the State Register of Heritage Places on an 
interim basis. In 2009, the Minister for Heritage directed that the Interim Entry in the 
State Register not be made permanent. As a result the place is not listed on the State 
Register of Heritage Places. 

Statement of Significance:  

The place is rare as a farmhouse from the early period of the development of the State, and 

is one of a small number of very early residences remaining in the Swan Valley and has 

been one of the leading farms in the viticulture industry in the Swan Valley;  

Despite recent changes, the place has aesthetic value as it still displays the characteristic 

form of the Victorian Georgian style; 
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The place demonstrates the type of accommodation provided for workers on large estates 

in the mid-19th century;  

The place is evidence of the patterns of settlement and development of the Swan Valley, by 

showing the types of agriculture that have been present in the Swan Valley from farms of 

large landholding growing broad acre crops to the viticulture industry, orchards, poultry 

farming and finally the growth of smaller ‘hobby’ farms; and,  

The place is associated with the Barrett Lennard family, a significant family in the 

development of the Swan Valley, and most significantly with George Hardey Barrett 

Lennard, who was instrumental in establishing the viticulture industry in the area. 

Management Category: Considerable significance 

Category Description: Very important to the heritage of the locality 

Desirable Outcomes: Conservation of the place is highly desirable. Any alterations or 
extensions should be sympathetic to the heritage values of the place. 

References: State Heritage Office (2007) Register Documentation Springvale, West 
Swan - Place 13055 

Additional Images: 

 
Springvale 2009. Source: inHerit database 
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Place Details 

Name of Place: RAAF Base Pearce 

Former Names: Pearce Air Force Station  

Local Government Inventory Number: TBA 

 

Assessment Number: 157060 

Property Key: 428802 

HCWA Number: 16879 

 
Site Details 

    
Address:  

2585 Great Northern Highway, Bullsbrook WA 6084 

Lot/Plan Diagram: 9004/D40151 
 
Dates 

Construction Date: 1936 
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Use/s of Place    

Original Use General: MILITARY 

Original Use Specific: Other 

Current Use General: MILITARY 

Current Use Specific: Other 
 

Historic Theme General: TRANSPORT/COMMUNICATIONS 
Historic Theme Specific: World Wars & other wars 
 

Description 

Construction Materials 

Walls: Brick 
Roof: Tile 

Architect/Designer/Builder: Unknown  

Condition: Good 

Authenticity: Good 

Description: 

The RAAF Base Pearce at Bullsbrook has an area of almost 1,000 hectares and is located 
approximately 35 kilometres north northeast of Perth along Great Northern Highway. 
The majority of the buildings and associated infrastructure and support services are 
located in the eastern portion of the property. Runways occupy the central and south-
eastern portion of the property. The control tower is located to the south west of the 
main hangers and maintenance workshops.  

The original entry to the RAAF Base Pearce at Bullsbrook comprises an Inter-war 
Functionalist style entrance gatehouse, which is sited slightly north of Brearley Street. It 
is no longer used as an entry point to the facility. The gatehouse building has a hipped 
tile roof and is constructed in red bricks laid in stretcher bond. The façade has a central 
vehicle entrance bay with two lower administration wings either side. A regular rhythm 
of white timber sash windows with horizontal mullions adorn the façade, some with a 
flat concrete awning above.  The entrance gates, within the central bay, are constructed 
from iron in a geometric pattern.  

The base contains a number of other Air Force related structures, including 
accommodation facilities. The facilities dating from the original building campaign are 
distinguished through the use of red brick and white painted timber sash windows. 

History: 

In 1928, an evaluation of the Australia Air Force (AAF) in Western Australia was 
undertaken by Air Marshal Sir John Salmon of the Royal Air Force (RAF). Reporting that 
the RAAF was totally unfit for war, he listed among its deficiencies, poor training, 
equipment and conditions of service, before making recommendations for a modest 
program of development spread over nine years.  
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One of Salmon’s recommendations was that an Air Station should be established near 
Perth, and that a Citizens Air Force (CAF) should be established with a squadron in 
Western Australia, which should cooperate with the training of Army Units and provide 
additional security against seaborne attacks. 

Due to limited finances no action was undertaken until 1934, when the Director of Air 
Force Works and Building selected the subject site then comprising 640 acres (260 
hectares) in Bullsbrook. Construction of the Air Base began in 1936, and was estimated 
to cost $2,000,000. The name ‘Pearce Air Force Station’ was chosen to commemorate Sir 
George Foster Pearce, KCVO, P.C. a Western Australian Senator. Pearce was the Minister 
of Defence between 1910 and 1921. 

In 1938 the Air Force Base buildings on the Perth to Geraldton Road (now known as 
Great Northern Highway) were completed and an Open Day was held on Empire Day, 28 
May 1938, attended by 25,000 people. Other buildings on site were completed in the 
following years.  

Following the outbreak of World War Two in September 1939, pilot training was 
intensified and a rapid program of building was undertaken to provide living quarters 
and classrooms for the influx of Air Crew trainees and ground staff. 

Following the end of World War Two, the Pearce Air Base resumed the task of training 
pilots should the RAAF need to expand rapidly in response to an emergency. The 
original entrance gates to the base were closed in 1987, and a new more flexible 
entrance was provided. The RAAF Base Pearce continues to operate today as an Air 
Force Training Facility. 

Statement of Significance:  

The red brick buildings dating from the 1930/40s represent the form and aesthetic that is 

associated with the significant history of World War II associations in the district. The 

former red brick entry gates are a landmark feature along Great Northern Highway; 

The place was established in the Inter-War period, in order to train Army and Air Force 

personnel, and provide security against any future seaborne attacks on Western Australia; 

and  

The place remains the primary facility for the training of RAAF personnel in Western 

Australia. 

Management Category: Considerable significance 

Category Description: Very important to the heritage of the locality 

Desirable Outcomes: Conservation of the place is highly desirable. Any alterations or 
extensions should be sympathetic to the heritage values of the place.  

References: RAAF Base Pearce Historical Development. AVAILABLE ONLINE: 
http://www.futurepd.org/les/Documents/Pearce%20Book%2002.pdf 
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Place Details 

Name of Place: Cora Lynn 

Former Names: -  

Local Government Inventory Number: 452 

Assessment Number: 229600 

Property Key: 14730 

HCWA Number: 14730 

 
Site Details 

    
Address:  

2 Turton Street, Guildford WA 6055 

Lot/Plan Diagram: 1/D69917 
 
Dates 

Construction Date: c1900 
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Use/s of Place    

Original Use General: RESIDENTIAL 

Original Use Specific: Single-storey residence 

Current Use General: RESIDENTIAL 

Current Use Specific: Single-storey residence 
 

Historic Theme General: DEMOGRAPHIC SETTLEMENT & MOBILITY 
Historic Theme Specific: Land allocation & subdivision 
 

Description 

Construction Materials 

Walls: Brick 
Roof: Metal 

Architect/Designer/Builder: Richard Dixon  

Condition: Good 

Authenticity: High 

Description: 

The subject place is located on a 1609 square metre lot along the eastern end of Turton 
Street, Guildford. The original grounds ran down to the Helena River to the east, 
however 1026 square metres of land fronting the river was compulsorily acquired by 
the Government. The single-storey brick and iron bungalow was built circa 1900 with a 
3-metre setback to its front Turton Street boundary.  

The façade has been painted however; originally it would have been tuck-pointed brick. 
The dwelling has full-length timber sash windows and a front door with leadlight side 
and fanlights. In the fanlight the name of the place ‘Cora Lynn’ is displayed in leadlights. 
The skillion verandah, which wraps around three elevations features decorative 
lacework and brackets; and turned timber posts.   

To the rear of the property there is the carriage stable and two wells. The garden 
contains mature plantings many dating from Grasby’s ownership including: Mature 
oaks, Cherry Plums, Olive Trees, Grapevines, Wisteria and Illawarra Flame  

History: 

The subject place was built circa 1900 by builder Mr Richards A Dixon who resided at 
the place from this time until 1908. In 1908 Mr William Catton Grasby purchased the 
subject place along with his wife Hannah. 

Grasby, agricultural journalist and educationist, was born on 2 October 1859 at 
Balhannah, South Australia. On his parents mixed farm Grasby developed an interest in 
agriculture and horticulture. In 1881 he travelled to Europe. He then taught in state 
primary schools where he introduced libraries and nature museums, he also 
experimented with nature study, drawing and science. In 1889, Grasby studied 
educational innovation in North America, Britain and Europe and published his findings 
in the book Teaching in Three Continents. 
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In 1904 he reported prophetically on agricultural and fruit-growing possibilities for the 
Western Australian government and was appointed agricultural editor of the Western 
Mail in 1905. He held this position until his retirement through ill health at the age of 
sixty-nine in 1928. He gained a huge following for his weekly advice column for farmers 
‘Mutual Help’. With his friend Charles Harper, Grasby developed the first Western 
Australian wheat varieties: 'Gresley' and 'Wilfred'.   

The Grasby family remained at the house until William’s death in 1930 when the 
property was sold. Grasby died at his home and obituaries published in the Western 
Mail provide evidence of the esteem in which he was held: ‘no single individual has been 
the means of collection and disseminating information more useful knowledge on 
agricultural subjects in the state.’  

When the Grasby family owned the place, the garden was terraced to the river. Poultry 
was kept on the first terrace whilst fruit trees and plantings were kept on the second. 
There was a stable, tool-shed and carriage house along the northern boundary. Grasby 
carried out some wheat trials on the northern side of the property.  

After Grasby’s death there was a number of occupants of the house including Hugh 
McKnight, Mrs Watts and Jerry Northey.  

Statement of Significance:  

Cora Lynn has aesthetic value as it exhibits the characteristics of a fine Federation Queen 

Anne style residence. It retains many fine details, including decorative lacework and 

brackets; and turned timber posts.  It is located on a large landscaped block that dates 

from the early period of the area’s development and it positively contributes to the historic 

character of Guildford; and  

Cora Lynn is associated with well-known and influential agricultural journalist and 

educationist Mr William Catton Grasby, who lived in the house from 1908 until his death in 

1930. 

Management Category: Considerable significance 

Category Description: Very important to the heritage of the locality  

Desirable Outcomes: Conservation of the place is highly desirable. Any alterations or 
extensions should be sympathetic to the heritage values of the place.  

References: Ramsland. J, 2015; Grasby, William Catton (1859-1930) Australian 
Dictionary of Biography AVAILABLE ONLINE: http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography; and 
Submission from landowner dated 12 September 2013 
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Place Details 

Name of Place: Group of Houses 

Former Names: -  

Local Government Inventory Number: 128 

Assessment Number: Various   

Property Key: Various  

HCWA Number: 9692, 25081 

 
Site Details 

    
Address:  

39-49 North Street, Midland WA 6056 

Lot/Plan Diagram: 1,2, 250, 251/D6301, DP64680 
 
Dates 

Construction Date: c.1907 
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Use/s of Place    

Original Use General: RESIDENTIAL 

Original Use Specific: Conjoined residence 

Current Use General: RESIDENTIAL 

Current Use Specific: Cottage 
 

Historic Theme General: DEMOGRAPHIC SETTLEMENT & MOBILITY 
Historic Theme Specific: Land allocation & subdivision 
 

Description 

Construction Materials 

Walls: Brick 
Roof: Metal 

Architect/Designer/Builder: Unknown  

Condition: Good 

Authenticity: High 

Description: 

Nos. 39- 49 North Street consists of 3 pairs of single-storey semi-detached dwellings. In 
total the six dwellings present with strong visual unity despite some changes to the 
fabric including: the replacement of timber verandah floors with concrete and the 
construction of additions to the rear. The dwellings are setback approximately 3 metres 
from the front boundary behind a recent brick pier and railing front fence.  

The front walls extend up in red tuck-pointed stretcher bond brickwork, with a 
white/cream brick stringcourse at windowsill level. The norm for a house of its period 
would have been for the string to be stucco, and the treatment in white/cream bricks is 
uncommon.  

Brickwork to the sides and rear of house was not tuck-pointed. Party walls extended out 
to the full extent of the verandah width. These were constructed in tuck-pointed 
brickwork, with arched head blind niches either side. The parapet extended up beyond 
the roof line, which terminated on top with a rolled stucco coping.  

Each dwelling has a single timber-framed sash window with a front door and fanlight 
above. Verandahs comprise a shallow bullnose roof supported by square posts. The 
main roof form is a simple gable with all dwellings (bar two) retaining their brick 
chimneys with corbelled detailing.  

History: 

Midland has been occupied by settlers since 1832. However, little development occurred 
until 1886, when the Midland Railway Company commenced operations. In 1891 the 
township of Midland Junction was established, after private land was subdivided and 
put up for sale.  
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By 1905, the Railway Workshops were fully operational, and the Midland region could 
boast the Government Central Engine Depot, local brickworks and Hoskins Foundry, to 
manufacture steel pipes for the Goldfields Water Supply Scheme. Following the new 
industrial expansion, building of commercial premises increased substantially. It also 
resulted in an increase in the population and subsequent construction of housing and 
public amenities.  

The area bounded by what is now Great Northern Highway, Morrison Road, Margaret 
Street and the Midland Railway Line to the east which is now Lloyd Street was first 
subdivided and went to market in 1895. The subdivision was known as Spring Park 
Estate. The Daily News reported that lots in this Estate were being sold up until at least 
1905. On Thursday 3 December 1903 the Daily News reported ‘in all there are 450 
business and villa sites, and as the property is situated close to the new workshops, and 
in a fine, healthy locality, there should be spirited bidding.’ 

The Wise Post Office Directories indicates that the group of dwellings at Nos. 39- 49 
North Street may have been built in two stages and that Nos.43-49 North Street were 
built first and were extant by at least 1907. The Wise Post Office Directories list Nos. 39-
41 North Street a few years later in 1911. However, the dwellings are almost identical 
which suggests they were undertaken in one building campaign.  

The Directories show the occupancy of the dwellings changed regularly in the early 
years, which suggests they provided rental accommodation for people who were mostly 
members of what were considered to be the ‘working classes.’ 

Statement of Significance:  

Nos. 39-49 North Street have aesthetic value as a collection of visually cohesive semi-

detached residential buildings dating from the early part of the Twentieth Century. The 

buildings are modestly-scaled with a simple form and materiality and were derived from 

essentially the same blueprint; 

Nos. 39-49 North Street have historic value as a collection of residences built in the 

northern part of Midland in the early part of the Twentieth Century, during the period of 

development of Midland Workshops, and the consequent expansion of Midland Junction, 

and nearby areas of the Swan District.  It provides a good historic record of the 

accommodation of people in the late 19th century and the first two decades of the 20th 

century who were mostly members of what were considered to be ‘working classes’; and 

The place has some rarity value as the white/cream bricks used in the string courses were 

part of a small number of special runs of bricks made from white clay in Western Australia. 

Management Category: Considerable significance 

Category Description: Very important to the heritage of the locality  

Desirable Outcomes: Conservation of the place is highly desirable. Any alterations or 
extensions should be sympathetic to the heritage values of the place.  

References: The Daily News, Thursday 3 December 1903; Wise Post Office Directories 
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Place Details 

Name of Place: Commercial Tavern  

Former Names: Commercial Hotel 

Local Government Inventory Number: TBA 

Assessment Number: 204870 

Property Key: 453979 

HCWA Number: 2519 

 
Site Details 

    
Address:  

70 Railway Parade, Midland WA 6056 

Lot/Plan Diagram: 38/P1061 
 
Dates 

Construction Date: 1901/02 
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Use/s of Place    

Original Use General: COMMERCIAL 

Original Use Specific: Hotel, tavern or inn 

Current Use General: COMMERCIAL 

Current Use Specific: Hotel, tavern or inn 
 

Historic Theme General: SOCIAL & CIVIC ACTIVITIES 
Historic Theme Specific: Hospitality & tourism 
 

Description 

Construction Materials 

Walls: Render 
Roof: Tile 

Architect/Designer/Builder: Unknown  

Condition: Good 

Authenticity: Moderate 

Description: 

The Commercial Tavern comprises a two-story rendered brick and tile building with a 
nil setback to the adjacent footpath along Railway Parade. It has a prominent steeply 
pitched gable roof form with gabled parapets. The building has a largely symmetrical 
façade with engaged piers framing the doors at each end of the ground level and the end 
windows on the second floor. These piers are built slightly proud of the rest of the wall.  

At ground level the facade has prominent arched windows and a main entry doorway 
along the eastern end with the words ‘Commercial Hotel’ in the arched moulding of the 
door. The door along the western end of the façade is not original and has partially been 
bricked up which impacts on the authenticity and symmetry of the façade. The ground 
floor appears to have originally been rendered below sill height with exposed brick 
above. A suspended box awning provides weather protection to the ground floor. 

The first floor has less ornate window detailing with square timber frames.  

History: 

The townsite of Midland Junction was gazetted in 1890, to accommodate the activity 
associated with the building of the privately owned Midland Railway. Between 1895 and 
1897, the population of Midland Junction doubled, and by 1901, when the stalled 
process of transferring the Government Railway Workshops to Midland Junction was 
successfully revived, the population neared 1800.  

Following the industrial expansion came commercial premises in Midland Junction. 
Although, by 1909, 1,200 men were employed in the Workshops, the population of 
Midland Junction was only 4,500. The majority of workers chose to live in Guildford, and 
the new suburbs of West Guildford and Bayswater, where land was cheaper. It was easy 
to travel to work, since the train stopped outside the workshops. The subject place was 
built at the time the Workshops were opened 1901/1902. A time when Railway Parade 
was known as Margaret Road.  
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Reports from 1902 in the Western Mail highlighted ‘the hotel is a good residential one 
and is opposite the railway platform.’ When first built the ground floor comprised a 
spacious bar with a number of side and commercial rooms; and a dining room. A wide 
staircase led to the first floor, which featured double stained glass windows affording 
ample natural light. There was a large drawing room, in addition to a smoking room, a 
number of bedrooms, baths and wide verandahs to both the back and front.  

Early photographs of the Hotel show that it was a relatively grand building with a 
decorative timber two-storey verandah over the adjacent footpath. The roof featured 
two small towers with a pyramidal tower roof and a decorative ridge capping.  

The Hotel underwent dramatic changes between 1967 and 1971. The two towers were 
removed and the two-storey verandah replaced with a box awning. 

Statement of Significance:  

Despite changes, the building contributes to the historic streetscape of Railway Parade and 

the identity of Midland;   

The building was a response to the growth of industry in Midland during the early years of 

the Twentieth Century and the requirement for commercial activity in the area to meet the 

social needs of the region; and 

The Hotel has been a place of social interaction, refreshment, accommodation and 

entertainment for the local community and the travelling public. 

Management Category: Considerable significance 

Category Description: Very important to the heritage of the locality  

Desirable Outcomes: Conservation of the place is highly desirable. Any alterations or 
extensions should be sympathetic to the heritage values of the place.  

References:  

Swan Express, 8 February 1902, p.2d; Swan Express, 14 February 1902, p.2d; State 
Heritage Office, Assessment Documentation Midland Railway Workshops, 10 June 2008  

Additional Images:  

 

Commercial Tavern c1913. Source: City of Swan Local History Library P60 
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Place Details 

Name of Place: Elsinore 

Former Names: - 

Local Government Inventory Number: 554 

Assessment Number: 233970 

Property Key: 459652 

HCWA Number: 17025 

 
Site Details 

    
Address:  

15 Toodyay Road, Middle Swan WA 6056 

Lot/Plan Diagram: 8/D52143 
 
Dates 

Construction Date: 1898 
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Use/s of Place    

Original Use General: RESIDENTIAL 

Original Use Specific: Single-storey residence 

Current Use General: RESIDENTIAL 

Current Use Specific: Single-storey residence 
 

Historic Theme General: DEMOGRAPHIC SETTLEMENT & MOBILITY 
Historic Theme Specific: Land allocation & subdivision 
 

Description 

Construction Materials 

Walls: Brick 
Roof: Metal 

Architect/Designer/Builder: E J Halpin  

Condition: Good 

Authenticity: High 

Description: 

The subject place is located on the north-east corner of the Toodyay and Viveash Road 
intersection. The dwelling fronts Toodyay Road from which it has a 19 metre setback.  

The dwelling is constructed from red brick, which has been tuck-pointed along the front 
elevation. The building features two white/cream brick horizontal bands and 
white/cream brick quoining to the front entry and building corners. The norm for a 
house of its period would have been for the strings and quoining to be stucco, and the 
treatment in white/cream bricks is uncommon. Windows are timber sash. The front 
door has both fan and side lights which have been reconstructed to reflect the original 
detailing as recalled by a long-standing resident who is a next door neighbour.  

It has a Colorbond hipped roof with small gables along both side elevations. Two 
prominent chimneys with terracotta pots project above the roof. A bullnose verandah 
wraps around the side and front elevations and is supported by timber square posts. A 
timber verandah floor has been reinstated as the original had at some point been 
replaced with concrete. The south-west corner of the verandah has been extended to 
form a gazebo type structure. This was reportedly undertaken c1990 to provide a place 
for people to sit and watch tennis games in the front garden. However, approval was 
never granted for the tennis court. The original well is located along the northern (rear) 
property boundary. 

Internally the place retains much of its original rich detailing including ceiling roses, fire 
places, cornices, skirtings and four panel timber doors. Where the original detailing has 
been removed or damaged the replacement fabric has sought to respond in a like-for-
like manner. 
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History: 

In 1898 Mr Henry Spencer Osborn, a well known hotelier, racing and civic figure from 
the Roebourne District Road, purchased approximately nine acres of land on what was 
to become the corner of Main Road (now Toodyay Road) and Viveash Road. The day 
after he purchased the property he excised two lots (Lots 36 and 37) from the plan. A 
new title was created for these two lots, which was placed under the name of his wife 
Elizabeth Susanna Osborn. The balance of the land was retained for orchards and 
vineyards and a portion was excised to create Viveash Road. 

Osborn had moved to Midland from Roebourne a year before purchasing the property. 
Along with his sister Francis and her husband John Cavanagh he opened an aerated 
Water Factory in 1898 (Osborn and Cavanagh Aerated Water), which was at the corner 
of Newcastle and Morrison Roads, Midland Junction. 

Osborn employed the Mayor of Midland, Mr E J Halpin to design and build his home. The 
home went to tender and was completed in 1898. It was named Elsinore. The name was 
significant to the Osborn family as several later properties also carried the same name. 
Osborn became a Councillor for North Ward on the Midland Municipal Council in 1903, a 
position he held for seven years. 

Henry then moved to Bruce Rock to take up land and became the first chairman of the 
Bruce Rock Co-operative Society. Henry passed away in 1922 and his wife leased out 
their Midland property.  

In 1923, Mrs Dora Margaret Moore acquired land from Henry Osborn’s estate and land 
from his wife Elizabeth. The land area of the titles was approximately 9 acres, which she 
amalgamated. Dora held this property until 1928.  That year Emiline Hannah and 
Alexander Morely purchased the subject place. They rented the home, orchards and 
vineyards until 1934 whilst they worked their farm in Chittering.  

In 1943 the property was sold to Ivan Rakich, who held the property until his death in 
1961. The land was transferred to Ivan’s son, Ivan who subdivided the land in 1975. The 
land was further subdivided in 1977, where the current landholding for the subject 
place is located was devised. The property changed hands a number of times from this 
point and various alterations made to the original fabric including the replacement of 
the original verandah floor with cement.  

In 2014, the place was purchased by its current owners (as at April 2015) who set about 
conserving it.   

Statement of Significance:  

Elsinore has aesthetic value in exhibiting the characteristics of a fine Federation Bungalow 

style residence. It remains many fine internal details, including fine cornices, timber floors 

fireplaces and ceiling roses. It is located on a large landscaped block that dates from the 

early period of the development in this area; 

Elsinore has aesthetic value as a relatively substantial, well composed residence from the 

late part of the Nineteenth Century has a landmark quality on the Toodyay Road and 

Viveash Road intersection in Middle Swan;  

Elsinore is associated with well known Midland businessman and former Councillor, Mr 

Henry Spencer Osborn, for whom the main house was constructed, and with a former 

Mayor of Midland, Mr E J Halpin who designed the dwelling; and 

Elsinore has some rarity value as the white bricks used in the string courses were part of a 

small number of special runs of bricks made from white clay in Western Australia. 



Local Government Heritage Inventory  

Page | 32323232 

 

Management Category: Considerable significance 

Category Description: Very important to the heritage of the locality 

Desirable Outcomes: Conservation of the place is highly desirable. Any alterations or 
extensions should be sympathetic to the heritage values of the place.  

References: Dundas, B (2015) Elsinore, 15 Toodyay Road, Midle Swan Draft Heritage 
Assessment 
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Mussel Pool  

 
Place Details 

Name of Place: Whiteman Park  

Former Names:  - 

Local Government Inventory Number: TBA 

Assessment Number: 410006 

Property Key: 425680 

HCWA Number: TBA 

 
Site Details 

    
Address:  
 

Lot 99 Lord Street, Whiteman WA 6068 

Lot/Plan Diagram: 99/P22611 
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Dates 

Construction Date: 1960s 

 
Use/s of Place    

Original Use General: FARMING/PASTORAL 

Original Use Specific: Other 

Current Use General: PARK/RESERVE 

Current Use Specific: Park/reserve 
 

Historic Theme General: DEMOGRAPHIC SETTLEMENT & MOBILITY 
Historic Theme Specific: Environmental awareness 
 

Description 

Construction Materials 

Walls: Other  
Roof: Other  

Architect/Designer/Builder: Lew Whiteman  

Condition: Good 

Authenticity: Moderate 

Description: 

Whiteman Park is situated 20 kilometres north-east of Perth and consists of 
approximately 4,000 hectares of natural bush and pasture. It is a passive recreation area 
with many natural and man made elements. Entry to the Park is provided from both 
Lord Street and Beechboro Road. Approximately 650 metres south of the Lord Street 
entry there are timber stockyards, built by Wally De Burg. These yards date from Lew 
Whiteman’s time of ownership, however they are no longer used. The yards are made 
from wandoo timber, which was recycled from the Middle Swan Bridge. 

At the heart of the park is Mussel Pool, a permanent water body that is the surface 
expression of groundwater from the Gnangara Mound. Two roads (Mussel Pool Road 
and Harrow Street) provide access to the Pool, passing through natural bush on route. 
Surrounding the pool are manicured lawns with machinery displays and other items 
dating from Lew Whiteman’s time of ownership.  

Across Mussel Pool there is Log Bridge that was made from a single log. The single log 
was sawn in half to provide the frame for a substantial structure with log rails. There is 
also a jetty projecting into Mussel Pool with concrete piers, which originally supported a 
searchlight engine with a water pump on it. A distinctive timber log Stockman’s Hut, 
built by Fred Whitney is located on the southern side of Mussel Pool. It was built circa 
1968 in an area slightly away from the picnic area so it could be used to tie up horses. 
Behind the Hut is a timber sink carved from a timber slab. A toilet structure of similar 
construction to the Stockman’s Hut is also extant, being the first log cabin structure 
built. 
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On the Island in the middle of Mussel Pool there is an octagonal gazebo structure 
supported by a central pole that is held in place by a cable drum, which serves as a 
picnic table.  Curved timber lintels over the doorways are carefully executed features.  

There are a number of items of bush furniture which remains around Mussel Pool 
including log seats and a slab table from which meat was cut for picnics.  

Over time more modern buildings and facilities have been added to the park as it has 
grown in popularity, these are largely focused to the north of Mussel Pool in an area 
called the Village. 

Railway heritage was introduced to Whiteman Park in the early 1980s and has 
developed into a strong park of the place’s identity. With many relocated pieces of 
infrastructure dotted around the part including, the Nungarin Station building 
(relocated 1989), Cottesloe Signal Cabin, Wagin Lever Frame, Collie Signal Cabin, 
Parkers Siding, Rocky Bay Cabin Staff Shed and both the old Claisebrook and Subiaco 
Station buildings that now make up the Village Junction Station. 

The Perth Electric Tramway Society provides a regular tram service over 4 kilometres of 
standard gauge track through picnic areas and farmland, operating between Mussel Pool 
and the Village at half hourly intervals. 

History: 

The Park owes its name to Mr Lew Whiteman (1903-1994) who bought land in the area 
in 1939 for the purpose of grazing cattle. Later he developed a picnic area known as 
Mussel Pool, which was opened to the public in the 1960s. Mr Whiteman constructed a 
dam across the Bennett Brook, creating this pool. It was named Mussel Pool, due to the 
presence of large fresh water mussels which were once prolific in the area. 

The damming of this watercourse had inadvertently prevented the seasonal migration of 
small fish species from downstream resulting in the upper reaches of Bennett Brook 
becoming devoid of fish life. This issue lead to the construction of a fish ladder to 
reconnect Bennett Brook and Mussel Pool. A Murdoch University zoologist designed the 
fish ladder. It was built by a "Work for the Dole" team in 1999, and was the first of its 
kind in Australia. 

The Metropolitan-Region Planning Authority (now Western Australian Planning 
Commission) purchased the land from Mr Whiteman and other adjacent landholders 
between 1977 and 1983 to make up the public park. The park was created to ensure 
that as Perth’s north-eastern corridor grew, there would be adequate open space for 
community use and for the protection of the environment. The Park was officially 
opened in 1986 and named in recognition of Mr Whiteman.  

Transport heritage is a strong theme at Whiteman Park and dates back to the 1960s, 
when Lew Whiteman assembled a collection of wagons and machinery on the land he 
then owned around Mussel Pool. There are now five independent community groups 
based at Whiteman Park; each hold significant transport heritage collections and 
provide rides and displays for visitors. These groups are the Motor Museum of WA, 
Tractor Museum of WA, Bus Preservation Society of WA, Western Australian Light 
Railway Preservation Association (operating Bennett Brook Railway) and the Perth 
Electric Tramway Society (operating the Whiteman Park Heritage Tramway). 

Today the place is reserved for Parks and Recreation and managed by the Western 
Australian Planning Commission through the Department of Planning. 
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Statement of Significance:  

Whiteman Park has aesthetic value as a natural setting of Swan Coastal Plain flora and 

tall exotic trees, which contrasts with Mussel Pool a permanent body of water, embellished 

with islands and low-key 1960s parkland architecture, surrounded by verdant lawn shaded 

by a blend of mature trees; 

The place has historic value through its association with Lew Whiteman, a prominent local 

identity in the Swan Valley who was instrumental in the development and public 

promotion of the park; 

The purchase of Whiteman Park in the 1970s-80s from Lew Whiteman demonstrates the 

Western Australian Government’s endeavour to secure open space for community uses and 

for the protection of the environment as Perth’s north-eastern corridor expanded; 

The water level of Mussel Pool is a visible point of connection with the Gnangara Mound, a 

major component of the regional water supply and an important reference site; and 

Whiteman Park has social value as a place of recreation for Western Australians, where 

the community can amongst other activities, picnic at Mussel Pool, visit one of the 

transport related museums and bush walk through the Park’s bushland and wetland areas. 

Management Category: Considerable significance 

Category Description: Very important to the heritage of the locality 

Desirable Outcomes: Conservation of the place is highly desirable. Any alterations or 
extensions should be sympathetic to the heritage values of the place.  

References: Grant, C; Advaned Timber Concepts Research Centre, University Western 
Australia (2013) Heritage Conservation Plan for Mussek Pool and assocaited sites at 
Whiteman Park  

Additional Images:  

 

   
Cattle run along Lord Street Boundary (2015)              Log Bridge (2015) 
 

  
Stockman’s Hut (2015)                Fish Ladder (2015)  



Local Government Heritage Inventory  

Page | 37373737 

    

    
 
Place Details 

Name of Place: West Bullsbrook Hall 

Former Names:  CWA Hall 

Local Government Inventory Number: TBA 

Assessment Number: 229530 

Property Key: 458230 

HCWA Number: TBA 

 
Site Details 

    
Address:  

22 Turner Road, Bullsbrook 6084 

Lot/Plan Diagram: 11666/D2052 
 
Dates 

Construction Date: 1903 
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Use/s of Place    

Original Use General: SOCIAL/RECREATIONAL 

Original Use Specific: Agricultural Hall 

Current Use General: SOCIAL/RECREATIONAL 

Current Use Specific: Other community hall/centre 
 

Historic Theme General: SOCIAL & CIVIC ACTIVITIES 
Historic Theme Specific: Cultural activities 
 

Description 

Construction Materials 

Walls: Brick 
Roof: Metal 

Architect/Designer/Builder: Unknown  

Condition: Moderate 

Authenticity: High 

Description: 

The Hall is located within the West Bullsbrook town site and is accessible from Turner 
Road. There is a small, graded car park, children's playground and an external toilet 
block at the site. 

The Hall is a single storey brick and iron building with a gable roof form. A lower scale 
entry portico protrudes the northern elevation. Both the entry portico and main gable 
end have an unpainted cement render finish, which has been scored to resemble 
coursed stone. The northern gable end has fixed louvers at its apex and has the lettering 
BULLSBROOK HALL. The entry gable has a circle metal sign attached at the apex with 
the CWA insignia and the words FOR HOME AND COUNTRY. 

The side elevations are exposed brick and are divided into five bays with buttresses. The 
eastern side has four timber casement windows with security screening and a double 
door, where as the western elevation features five windows only. There is a skillion 
roofed kitchen addition at the southern end of the Hall. 

History: 

Although settlement dates back to the 1850s, most development occurred in Bullsbrook 
after the Midland Railway was opened in 1895. By 1898 the area was in the need for a 
school for its growing population. 

In 1903, M Jacoby MLA of Mundaring wrote to the Public Works Department requesting 
funding for a public hall in Bullsbrook. The local community had raised funds for the hall 
and a local resident Mr S Copely had donated land. A subsidy of £140 was provided for 
the construction of the Hall under the State Government 'Grant in Aid' Scheme. The hall 
went out to tender in 1903. The brick hall was built for a total cost of £192.40 and soon 
became a site of local dances, functions and even a wedding.  
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In 1910 the Midland Railway Company opened up land, which bought new settlers to 
the district. By 1925 it was considered necessary to enlarge the hall with timber and 
iron additions constructed the following  year. 

Functions such as dances were increased when the Pearce Air Base opened in 1938. In 
the same year the hall was handed over to the Swan Roads Board, previously it had been 
vested to members of the Bullsbrook Progress Association.  Since this time the hall has 
been used for a range of purposes including; as a temporary school, an RSL Hall, a CWA 
Hall and for religious services.  

In 2012 the City of Swan granted the Bullsbrook Residents and Ratepayers Association a 
24-month lease of the hall to use as a historical museum. 

Statement of Significance:  

West Bullsbrook Hall, a single storey brick and iron building constructed in 1904, with an 

extension in 1925, has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons: 

The establishment of the place through community fund-raising represents the optimism 

and community spirit of the early twentieth century, and its subsequent additions and 

change of use indicate changing patterns of community life; 

The  place  represents  the  practice  in  regional  areas  of  adapting  civic buildings for 

various uses over time, having originally been built as an Agricultural  Hall,  serving  as  a  

temporary  school  (1924),  an  RSL  Hall (1940s), a CWA Hall (1963-2003) and for regular 

religious services; 

The building is an example of the trend for local communities, during the late nineteenth 

and early twentieth centuries, to construct public halls for community use with the 

assistance of the State Government 'Grant in Aid' Scheme; 

It has historical associations with the early development of Bullsbrook and with early 

pioneers of the district; and 

The hall contributes to the community's sense of place, as it has remained in use as a 

community based facility associated with the working, social and recreational life of the 

local community since 1904. 

Management Category: Considerable significance 

Category Description: Very important to the heritage of the locality 

Desirable Outcomes: Conservation of the place is highly desirable. Any alterations or 
extensions should be sympathetic to the heritage values of the place.  

References: Carrick, S (2012) West Bullsbrook Hall Heritage Report  

Additional Images: 

  
West Bullsbrook Hall (2015) 
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Significant 
  



Local Government Heritage Inventory  

Page | 41414141 

 

    
    
Place Details 

Name of Place: Outbuilding  

Former Names: -  

Local Government Inventory Number: TBA 

Assessment Number: 137630 

Property Key: 425524 

HCWA Number: TBA  

 
Site Details 

    
Address:  

68 East Street, Guildford WA 6055 

Lot/Plan Diagram: 1/P1406 
 
Dates 

Construction Date: c.1900 
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Use/s of Place    

Original Use General: FARMING/PASTORAL 

Original Use Specific: Stable 

Current Use General: RESIDENTIAL 

Current Use Specific: Other 
 

Historic Theme General: DEMOGRAPHIC SETTLEMENT & MOBILITY 
Historic Theme Specific: Land allocation & subdivision 
 

Description 

Construction Materials 

Walls: Metal 
Roof: Metal 

Architect/Designer/Builder: Unknown  

Condition: Good 

Authenticity: Low 

Description: 

The property at No. 68 East Street, Guildford is concealed by a high brick wall, which 
runs along the front western property boundary.  The property comprises a brick and 
Colorbond dwelling, which was constructed in the 1980s. The dwelling replaced an 
earlier tennis court and has been built to reflect the Federation Bungalow style of 
architecture.  

Along the south-eastern corner of the property there is a relatively large shed 
constructed from corrugated sheeting with a gable roof form. This shed was thought to 
have been used as a coach house possibly for the nearby Woodbridge Inn. Early 
photographs show that the shed was a simple structure with double doors along the 
western elevation.   

The shed has been converted into a kitchen and dining facility associated with the 
residence of No. 68 East Street, Guildford. Entry is now gained through a pair of French 
doors with glass panes. Internally the space has been retrofitted with timber 
floorboards, plasterboard walls and ceilings, a kitchen and toilet. Externally, the original 
wall and roof sheeting has been replaced. Two skylights have been installed along the 
southern roof plane.  

History: 

The property at No. 68 East Street, Guildford once formed part of No. 70 East Street, 
Guildford, a large property previously owned by the Jones and then later the Hillman 
families.  

Up until the mid to late part of the Twentieth-Century the property comprised of a 
tennis court for the owners of No. 70 East Street, Guildford. In 1985 the land comprising 
No. 68 East Street was subdivided off from No. 70 East Street, Guildford, sold and a new 
dwelling constructed. The redevelopment of No. 68 East Street retained the early iron 
shed along the south-eastern corner of the property, which was reportedly used for 
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housing coaches and storing cow fodder for the cows grazed in the nearby Queen’s 
Meadow (now known as King’s Meadow).  

It is understood that in the 1980s the shed was adapted into an office and more recently 
it has been adapted into a kitchen and dining facility for the main house at No.68 East 
Street. 

Statement of Significance:  

The shed at No. 68 East Street demonstrates the former agricultural activities associated 

with the historic town site and is a representative example of a corrugated sheet shed from 

the late nineteenth century.  

Management Category: Significant 

Category Description: Contributes to the heritage of the locality 

Desirable Outcomes: Conservation of the place is desirable. Any alterations or 
extensions should be sympathetic to the heritage values of the place, and original fabric 
should be retained wherever feasible.  

References: Dundas, B (1999) "Hillman House" 70 East Street, Guildford - Historical 
Background 

Additional Images: 

  
View of place from Gibbons Avenue (2015)                   Internal view (2015) 
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Place Details 

Name of Place: House  

Former Names: -  

Local Government Inventory Number: TBA 

Assessment Number: 198422 

Property Key: 452174 

HCWA Number: TBA 

 
Site Details 

    
Address:  

55 Morrison Road, Midland WA 6056 

Lot/Plan Diagram: 190/P2112 
 
Dates 

Construction Date: c1933 
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Use/s of Place    

Original Use General: RESIDENTIAL 

Original Use Specific: Single-storey residence 

Current Use General: RESIDENTIAL 

Current Use Specific: Single-storey residence 
 

Historic Theme General: DEMOGRAPHIC SETTLEMENT & MOBILITY 
Historic Theme Specific: Land allocation & subdivision 
 

Description 

Construction Materials 

Walls: Brick 
Roof: Metal 

Architect/Designer/Builder: Unknown  

Condition: Good 

Authenticity: High 

Description: 

The subject place is located on the north-east corner of the Morrison Road and Elvire 
Street intersection in Midland. The dwelling was built in 1933 and was designed to 
reflect a much earlier architectural style that being the Federation Bungalow style. 
However, its external detailing is simpler than a dwelling built right at the turn of the 
Twentieth Century – for example the building is not tuck-pointed, its proportions are 
more squat and the chimney lacks decoration such as pronounced corbelling. 

The dwelling fronts Morrison Road from which it has a 9 metre setback. It is constructed 
from red brick, which features a rendered horizontal band at head height. It has a 
corrugated sheet hipped roof with a gable over the front projecting room. The front 
projecting room features timber sash windows protected by an awning above. The 
street facing gable end has a timber batten infill. There is a skillion verandah, which is 
supported by timber posts and tall brick piers connected by a rendered brick balustrade.  

Internally the place retains much of its rich original detailing including fireplaces, 
cornices, timber floors, skirtings, light switch plates and timber doors. The front rooms 
also feature fine art nouveau ceilings.   

History: 

Midland has been occupied by settlers since 1832. However, little development occurred 
until 1886, when the Midland Railway Company commenced operations. In 1891 the 
township of Midland Junction was established, after private land was subdivided and 
put up for sale by James Morrison. Between 1895 and 1897, the population of Midland 
Junction doubled, and by 1901 the population neared 1800.  

By 1905, the Railway Workshops were fully operational, and the Midland region could 
boast the Government Central Engine Depot, local brickworks and Hoskins Foundry, to 
manufacture steel pipes for the Goldfields Water Supply Scheme. Following the new 
industrial expansion, building of commercial premises increased substantially. It also 
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resulted in an increase in the population and subsequent construction of housing and 
public amenities.  

The subject place was not built as a response to this expansion. Rather according to the 
Wise Post Office Directories it was built much later circa 1933. In 1933, Morrison Road 
was called Boundary Road and No.55 was known as No. 96. From 1933 to 1949, when 
the Directories cease, Mr George Comber is listed as the occupant. 

Statement of Significance:  

The subject place has aesthetic value in exhibiting the characteristics of a Federation 

Bungalow style residence, which was built in the Inter-war period. It retains many fine 

internal details including fire places, art nouveau ceilings, cornices, timber floors, skirtings, 

light switch plates and timber doors.  

Management Category: Significant 

Category Description: Contributes to the heritage of the locality 

Desirable Outcomes: Conservation of the place is desirable. Any alterations or 
extensions should be sympathetic to the heritage values of the place, and original fabric 
should be retained wherever feasible.  

References: Wise Post Office Directories 

Additional Images: 

  
Internal ceiling and light switch detail (2015)  
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Some Significance 
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Place Details 

Name of Place: Jack Mann Oval  

Former Names: Middle Swan Cricket Ground 

      Middle Swan Recreation Oval 

Local Government Inventory Number: TBA 

Assessment Number: 155730 

Property Key: 428661 

HCWA Number: 18758 

 
Site Details 

    
Address:  

70 Great Northern Highway, Middle Swan WA 6056 

Lot/Plan Diagram: 70/D58407 
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Dates 

Construction Date: 1902 

 
Use/s of Place    

Original Use General: FARMING/PASTORAL 

Original Use Specific: Other 

Current Use General: PARK/RESERVE 

Current Use Specific: Park/reserve 
 

Historic Theme General: SOCIAL & CIVIC ACTIVITIES 
Historic Theme Specific: Sport, recreation & entertainment 
 

Description 

Construction Materials 

Walls: Other 
Roof: Other 

Architect/Designer/Builder: N/A 

Condition: Good 

Authenticity: High 

Description: 

Jack Mann Oval comprises 7.0576 hectares at the corner of Great Northern Highway 
Bishop Road. Access to the oval is from Bishop Road where vehicles can turn into a car 
park along the southern side of the oval.   

To the west of the car park is Ferguson Pavilion, opened in 2010. The Pavilion is a single 
storey gable roof structure clad in bright blue and orange square wall panels.  

The oval itself is grassed and has a low chain link perimeter fence along the north and 
western boundaries. At the time of inspection, the oval was set up for soccer games, with 
goal nets set up. The perimeter of the oval is lined with mature trees. 

History: 

In 1902, five Acres of land was donated for this recreational area by the late Mr S. H 
Viveash. It is believed Mr Viveash made this generous gesture in memory of his son 
Frank Viveash and his love for playing cricket. Unfortunately Frank died in 1894, at the 
age of 15, whilst playing cricket.  

In 1894, The West Australian reported on Frank’s Death: 

‘A very sad and sudden death from sunstroke occurred at Middle Swan near 

Houghton on Saturday afternoon. A number of the Swan boys were playing cricket 

when Frank Viveash, who was in and was standing in front of his wicket while his 

companion at the other end was being bowled, fell forward suddenly on his face…. 



Local Government Heritage Inventory  

Page | 50505050 

The poor fellow, however, never moved again, and when Dr. Stewart arrived he 

pronounced him dead, and stated that the cause of death was sunstroke, and that 

the death no doubt occurred directly he fell.’ 

The Viveash family was an old and widely respected family, which had been more or less 
identified with the Swan district since the early days of the colony. Mr S. H Viveash was 
born at Wexcombe a homestead two miles away from Midland Junction. Upon leaving 
school and after a brief period as a Clerk of the Court at Guildford he made his home in 
the north-west. In 1889, he returned to Wexcombe and for 17 years occupied a seat on 
the Swan Roads Board.  

The Swan Parish held a meeting in 1902, where the parish accepted the land from Mr 
Viveash.  It was noted that a sum of sixty pounds from the government was provided to 
be ‘devoted to improving the recreation ground’. At the time the oval was resolved to be 
named the Swan Recreation Ground.  

The oval has been used by many groups including the Middle Swan Cricket Club, 
purported to be the oldest cricket club in Western Australia.  

The oval was given to the care of the City of Swan in the 1950s and in 1975 the oval was 
renamed Jack Mann Oval.  In 1975 Jack Mann was the President of the Middle Swan 
Cricket Club and had been associated with the club for forty years. Mann was appointed 
Houghton senior winemaker after his father’s retirement in 1930, although he had been 
making wine since he was 16 years old. Jack produced wine for Houghton for 51 
consecutive vintages from 1922 to 1972. He crafted the first vintage of Houghton White 
Burgundy in 1937. 

Statement of Significance:  

Jack Mann Oval as a whole has moderate aesthetic value as an open space partially 

surrounded by mature trees;  

Jack Mann Oval is valued by the community for the social and cultural associations it has 

with various sporting groups over the years; and  

The Oval is associated with Jack Mann, who was the former President of the Middle Swan 

Cricket Club and a senior winemaker at Houghtons. It is also associated with the Viveash 

family an old and widely respected family of the Swan district area. 

Management Category: Some significance 

Category Description: Contributes to the heritage of the locality  

Desirable Outcomes: Photographically records prior to major development or 
demolition. Recognise and interpret the site if possible.   

References: Houghton Wines Website; Shire of Swan, Offical Opening of the Jack Mann 
Recreation Oval Brochure 1975; The West Australian, Wednesday 5 December 1894, p.2 

 

 


